Ethical Issues in Fieldwork
Ethical principles
Conducting research in human communities involves several issues: fairness, power, control, inequality, privilege and competing purposes. A fieldworker, therefore, faces ethical dilemmas in his/her field. A fieldworker is bound to follow some principles of professional responsibility. Since 2012 American Anthropological Association suggests the following ethical principles (for details see Ethics Handbook, American Anthropological Association) to be followed in field:
1. Do no harm (to the respondents/informants and community under study) 
2. Be open and honest regarding the work
3. Obtain informed consent and necessary permissions
4. Weigh competing obligations due to collaborators and the affected parties.
5. Make the work accessible
6. Protect and preserve your records (to avoid disclosing of personal and confidential information of the respondents and the community life)
7. Maintain respectful and ethical professional relationships
Ethical position of fieldworker
A fieldworker should strive to achieve the following ethical position during his/her fieldwork:
1. Intelligibility: a fieldworker has to state and defend his/her position with regard to  his/her work in a logically consistent way. He should express his response with enough clarity and precision that can be understood by the respondents and the community concerned.

2. Depth: fieldworker’s statement and response in various situations in the field is to be expressed to a extent to indicate his/her awareness and understanding of the issue that are ethically central to the case.

3. Focus: the central focus of the study should be expressed in such a way that the irrelevant ethical issues may be avoided.

4. Judgment: the fieldworker should not be judgemental on making a comparative statement of consideration (like, for example, my previous fieldwork or the community or the respondents was/were good or better). He/she should be very careful about his/her statement or response.

Scenarios of ethical consideration
The issues of fieldwork ethics are commonly associated with three themes: (i). fieldworker’s responsibilities, (ii). ability of controlling knowledge, and (iii). the attitude of doing no harm. Each of the themes may provide a fieldworker a few scenarios which are worthy of consideration. The scenarios are realistic. Let us consider the scenario in the following discussion:
(i). Fieldworker’s responsibilities: to whom and to what is an anthropological fieldworker responsible?

(a). maintaining anonymity: a researcher may carry out his/her fieldwork on a religious community that is viewed with suspicion by the broader society because its beliefs and rituals are considered strange and extreme. While securing informed consent, a fieldworker explains to his/her interviewees and the research collaborators that he/she will maintain anonymity of the interviewees (or sometimes the community) in any publication that may appear as an outcome of the fieldwork. But the individuals in the community want the names to be disclosed for the sake of openness, honesty and transparency of the work. They may insist that their personal names and community name be published.  What to do under such situation?
	
	A researcher cannot disclose the individual names of the interviewees in any way. Disclosing the names goes against the ethical guidelines as this may create problem in connection with safety and security of the interviewees in future.

(b). maintaining neutral position: During fieldwork a fieldworker can attend parties and other social events where he/she can witness illegal activities, including drug use and drug dealing, underage drinking, and even a sexual assault. A fieldworker has to handle such situation very carefully so that he/she can maintain his/her unbiased position.

(c). protecting an informant: Fieldwork can bring a fieldworker into regular and sustained contact with an individual with whom the latter may have created a strong and trusting relationship. But if a situation arises where the informant needs fieldworker’s help for his/her safety and police needs the fieldworker’s help to interrogate the person, a fieldworker should try to protect the informant.

(ii). Controlling knowledge: Who should control anthropological research, findings and knowledge?
(a) Access to the field notes: A fieldworker may have procured pages of field notes, interviews and/or photographs in a study that is sponsored by an agency. After some time, the agency may ask the fieldworker to turn down all the field notes. In every situation, the fieldworker has the absolute access to the notes, etc. 
(b) Giving credit: If the fieldworker is working under other’s supervision and the study is carried out with financial assistance from an agency or with research collaboration with other organization, the publication should be done with due credit to the fieldworker, supervisor and funding agency and the collaborator.
(c) Ownership of knowledge: If a fieldworker acquire some knowledge on the aspects of beliefs and practices of a community that has not been studied hitherto by anybody and the informants request the fieldworker not to publish the research findings to protect their privacy, the fieldworker can publish the work highlighting the institutionalized structure of the belief pattern but with protecting the personal identity and privacy of the informants.
(iii). Doing no harm: How can a fieldworker ensure that his/her work does not cause any harm to his/her research collaborator and the community on which he/she works?
(a). No harmful representation: A fieldworker can be in a situation to observe various negative and harmful stereotypes of cultural heritage of a community. But he/she should not communicate his/her perspective with the members of the community under study or should publish the findings withholding his/her critical perspective on the situation.
(b). Studying up: A fieldworker may be in a situation to find out the people he/she studies are socially-insulated, condescending, entitled and uncurious about the effects of their life-styles or decisions on others. But he/she should not publish the findings with a negative attitude toward the community life style but with an academic mind with analysis of the socio-cultural context of the community life.
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